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dred dollars per family, or two and a half times actuality.
Such innovatipns as air-conditioning equipment, plastics,
prefabricated houses, the photoelectric cell, cellulose, synthetic
rubber, television, gasoline from coal, the mechanical cotton
picker and tray agriculture made it plain that, during the
time when millions vainly sought work and hosts of factories
rusted in idleness, technology had marched sturdily forward.
In 1937 twenty per cent more goods and services could be
produced than in 1929 with no additions to the labor force,
and one engineer reckoned that something less than a twenty-
four-hour work week could be made to serve all American
productive needs. A Gallup poll in June, 1939, asking those
on relief, "What do you blame for the present unemployment
in this country?" reported that the largest percentage said,
"machines taking the place of men**—a reason both dispas-
sionate and intelligent.
An ingenious analysis and forecast appeared in a book
widely read at the close of this era. James Burnhani's The
Managerial Revolution (1941) predicted that neither capi-
talists nor communists would inherit the earth, but the mana-
gers, for vital as was the continuing role of applied scientists
and engineers, the keys to power in an industrial order were
held by the coordinators: production managers, plant super-
intendents, finance executives. He also interpreted the New
Deal as a managerial revolution in government, since federal
superintendents had taken over huge fields of private enter-
prise, could operate at a loss and thus held a substantial
advantage over agents of the profit system.
Less controversial and more tangible were the marvels of
technology displayed by the three great fairs of these years.
Chicago's "Century of Progress" drew about ten million
admissions in its first season in 1933. Unlike her glorification
of Old World culture in the exposition of forty years earlier,
this occasion featured native achievements in invention and
engineering, and its Hall of Science drew the largest number
of visitors. The summer of 1939, febrile last season before

